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SUBJ: SPANISH SAHARA: HIGH LEVEL SPANISH/ALGERIAN CONTACTS 
AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: ALGERIAN AMB SAW FRANCO JULY 21, REPORTEDLY 
TO TURN OVER MESSAGE EROM BOUMEDIENE. MFA OFEICIALS, 

WHILE RELUCTANT TO COMMENT ON SUBSTANCE OE VISIT, UNDER- 
SCORED IMPORTANCE OE "CONVERGENCE" OF ALGERIAN AND SPANISH 
POSITIONS AT ICJ. GOS, WHILE PREPARED TO RELINQUISH CONTROL 
OE SAHARA, IS AT LOSS TO FIND VALID SAHARAN FORCES TO WHOM 
TO TURN OVER AUTHORITY. E POLISARIO IS SEEN AS INCREASINGLY 
MARXIST IN ORIENTATION. SPANISH/MOROCCAN RELATIONS HAVE 
APPARENTLY WORSENED AS RESULT OE CAPTURE OE MOROCCAN PATROL 
IN SAHARA, MAKING TOTAL OP 61 MOROCCANS NOW HELD BY SPANIARDS 
AND BY RENEWED MOROCCAN DEMANDS AGAINST PRESIDIOS OP CEUTA 
AND MELIT.T.A. END SUMMARY 

1 . FRANCO RECEIVED ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR ACCOMPANIED BY 
PONMIN CORTINA JULY 21, NORMALLY A DAY IN WHICH PRANCO DOES 
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NOT RECEIVE POREIGN VISITORS. ALTHOUGH MPA OPPICIALS HAVE 
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BEEN CLOSEMOUTHERD ABOUT SUBSTANCE OE MEETING, THEY HAVE 
ALLUDED TO "CONVERGENCE " OE SPANISH AND ALGERIAN POSITIONS 
ON SELF-DETERMINATION AT ICJ. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THERE IS CONSIDERABLE GOS/GOA 
DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY INVOLVING EEEORTS TO RESOLVE PROBLEM 
OE PRESENCE OE 14 SPANISH SOLDIERS IN HANDS OE E POLISARIO 

ON ALGERIAN TERRITORY. TWO SOLDIERS WERE RELEASED TWO WEEKS 
AGO, AND GOS, WHICH HAS BEEN UNABLE TO ESTABLISH EEFECTIVE 
CONTACT WITH E POLISARIO, HAS PUBLICLY INDICATED THAT ISSUE 
COULD ONLY BE RESOLVED IN GOVT TO GOVT TALKS BETWEEN SPAIN 
AND ALGERIA. 

3. ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCES, E POLISARIO RAISED ISSUE OE 
SAHARA IN OAU MEETING IN KAMPALA lULY 19, EXPRESSING ITS 
DEMAND FOR SELE-DETERMINATION AND OAU SUPPORT FOR THIS 
SOLUTION. DIRGEN OE SAHARAN AEEAIRS EXPRESSED VIEW TO EMBOEE 
JULY 23 THAT F POLISARIO HAD BECOME INCREASINGLY MARXIST IN 
ORIENTATION AND, ALTHOUGH IT HAD SOME STRENGTH IN SAHARA, 

GOS WOULD NOT CONSIDER IT AS BEST GROUP TO WHOM TO TURN 
OVER POWER. DIRGEN SAID SPAIN'S KEY PROBLEM IN SAHARA AT 
PRESENT WAS TO ANSWER QUESTION ABOUT TO WHOM THY SHOULD TURN 
OVER AUTHORITY WHEN THEY LEAVE. SAHARAN PARTY OF NATIONAL 
UNION (PUNS) HAS HAD DISAPPOINTING BEGINNING, HE SAID, AND 

GOS WAS LOOKING INCREASINGLY TO KEY LEADERS IN LOCAL NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY (YEMAA). DEIGEN SAID MOROCCAN AGENTS WERE IN CONTACT 
WITH MANY OF THESE LEADERS. ONE ALTERNATIVE, HE SPECULATED, 

WAS POSSIBILITY OP FEDERATION BETWEEN MOROCCO AND SAHARA ON 
BASIS OP YEMAA DECISION. 

4. DIRGEN IN PRESIDENCY SAID ONE OBSTACLE TO RESOLUTION OP 
PROBLEM WITH MOROCCO WAS IN SPANISH POREIGN MINISTRY IN PERSON 
OP CORTINA WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS "INFLEXIBLE". SECOND PROBLEM 
WAS ESCALATION BY MOROCCO OF INCIDENTS IN SAHARA AND DEMANDS 
AGAINST PRESIDIOS OF CEUTA AND MELILLA. (PRESS REPORTS THAT 

GOM SENT NOTE JUNE 30 TO UN DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE TREATENING 
UNILATERAL ACTION TO PROTECT MOROCCAN CITIZENS UNLESS GOS 
STOPPED ARRESTING MOROCCANS IN CEUTA AND MELILLA.) IN HIS VIEW, 
OPPOSITION TO KING HASSAN WAS PUSHING KING INTO ADOPTION OF 
ITS DEMANDS. GOS, HE SAID, PREFERRED TO MAKE DEAL WITH MOROCCO 
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THAN WITH ALGERIA, BUT WAS WELL AWARE OF HASSAN'S INSTABILITY 
AND STRENGTH OF OPPOSITION IN ESCALATING NATIONALISTIC MOROCCAN 
DEMANDS. 

5. LOCAL PRESS ANNOUNCED JULY 23 THAT ON PREVIOUS DAY 
MOROCCAN ARMY PATROL WITH 16 MEMBERS WAS CAPTURED WITHOUT 
FIRING A SHOT BY SPANISH ARMY UNITS IN SAHARA. THIS IS FIRST 
MILITARY INCIDENT IN SEVERAL WEEKS. GOS NOW HOLD 61 MOROCCAN 
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ARMY PRISONERS IN SAHARA INCLUDING THOSE CAPTURED IN MAY 
INCIDENT. 

STABLER 
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